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Allentown Office Opens To Expand Coverage

Steady success in the areas of cancer research, registry and education have opened 
up grant opportunities which have branched Cancer Institute services into a 
new ten county coverage area.  Cancer Institute outreach now extends into 

Carbon, Lehigh, and Northampton 
Counties - joining Lackawanna, 
Luzerne, Monroe, Pike, Susquehanna, 
Wayne and Wyoming Counties.
 To support these enhanced 
efforts, Cancer Institute staff are 
located in offices throughout the region 
including Scranton, Wilkes-Barre, as 
well as at member hospitals.   And, most 
recently, the Cancer Institute opened an 
office in Allentown.  
 The Cancer Institute will be 
partnering with Lehigh Valley Hospital 
and St. Luke’s Hospital of Allentown 
to conduct local research throughout 
Lehigh County.
 “We are really excited to be 
working with these fine institutions on 
a wide variety of cancer control and 
regionally focused research projects,” 
said Robert F. Durkin, President of the 
Northeast Regional Cancer Institute.  
“Likewise, having a physical presence 
- with the Allentown office, further 
solidifies our commitment to this area.”
 The Cancer Institute looks forward to the challenges associated with this 
expanded service area and the evolving collaborative relationships that will make 
these programs even more effective for the residents of northeast Pennsylvania.

Pictured is (l to r) Samuel M. Lesko, MD, MPH, 
medical director and director of research; 
Stefanie Skoniecki, research interviewer; and 
Nancy Ziegler, research interviewer - all from 
the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute.

Did You Know?
Insights newsletter is also available online.  

Visit www.cancernepa.org and click on the Insights newsletter image.

Volume 10 • Issue 1 • 2008



2

Cancer Institute to Provide Tobacco Control Program

In October of 2007, The Northeast Regional Cancer Institute, in conjunction 
with The Partnership for a Tobacco Free Northeast Pennsylvania 
began a Lackawanna Tobacco Control Program.  This program 

provides tobacco prevention, cessation, compliance and outreach services 
throughout Lackawanna County in collaboration with local social 
service and healthcare professionals, policymakers, school districts, law 
enforcement professionals, businesses, and residents.
 The initiative involved partnerships with area schools to promote 
prevention, the District Attorney's office on compliance and area businesses 
on secondhand smoke related issues.
 As part of the Lackawanna Tobacco Control Program, smoking 
cessation programs are being scheduled to encourage quitting among adults 
and young people.
 The Northeast Regional Cancer Institute is partnering with 
Community Medical Center Healthcare System (CMC) and Drug & Alcohol 
Treatment Services (DATS) to provide smoking cessation programs in 
Lackawanna County.  As program partners both CMC and DATS will provide 
“Introduction to Quitting Smoking” presentations and the American Lung 
Association’s “Freedom From Smoking®” programs.
 Smoking Cessation Programs are now forming.  Scheduled programs are     
available at Community Medical Center and Mid-Valley Hospital.  Additional 
programs can be set up at worksites.  Individuals interested in learning more about these programs or 
looking to sign up for these programs should contact the Northeast Regional Cancer Institute at 
(570) 941-7984.
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